
With the future of Sheean
Library still hanging in the
balance, campus environ-
mental groups have orga-
nized a campaign to educate
the IWU community about
the issue and encourage the
administration to consider
renovating the building. 

Brief reports on Sheean
were made at the meetings of
the Buildings and Grounds
and Business Affairs sub-
committees of the Board of
Trustees on Tuesday, but no
decision has been made
regarding the building's
future, President Richard
Wilson told The Argus on
Wednesday.

After Wilson's announce-
ment last week that a deci-
sion about Sheean would be
made soon, Sierra Student
Coalition (SSC) and
GREENetwork members
took action.

SSC members staffed a
table at the Bertholf
Commons stairs during
brunch on Oct. 29, providing
information about the bene-
fits of renovation. Students
also had the opportunity to
sign a petition to the admin-
istration in favor of renovat-
ing the building.

“We haven't contacted the

Board of Trustees directly,
but we're trying to raise stu-
dents' awareness of the plans
and encourage them to con-
tact the President with their
ideas,” SSC co-president
Leslie Coleman said. 

Gulick Residence Hall
Director Jacob Meltzer, a
member of GREENetwork,
e-mailed a packet of infor-
mation detailing the environ-
mental benefits of renovation
to SSC and GREENetwork
members as well as to ORL
staff.

“I told them that I could
provide the tools, but the stu-
dents had to provide the
action,” Meltzer said.
“Otherwise it wouldn't be a
student movement.”

Bud Jorgenson, director of
the IWU physical plant, dis-
cussed the possibility of ren-
ovating the building with
members of GREENetwork
last week.

Jorgenson first proposed
renovating Sheean in June
2006. The University then
consulted architecture firm
CSO Schenkel Shultz, which
provided a preliminary floor
plan and artist's depiction of
the renovated building.

In Jorgenson's opinion, too
much emphasis is being
placed on the 2002 Campus
Master Plan, which recom-
mended razing Sheean.

“I have yet to find any-
thing negative about the
building,” he said. “Nobody
has provided me with an
argument as to why it should
be torn down.”

Jorgenson said that reno-
vation doesn't mean that the
building's facade would stay
the same. If renovated, he
said, only Sheean's basic
structure would remain, as a
framework for new additions
to the building. 

According to Jorgenson,
the 53,000 square-foot build-
ing offers several advan-
tages, including an open
floor plan, which “means
you can do anything you like
with it.” He also said the
building's square shape is the
most energy-efficient for
heating and cooling because
of a smaller ratio of exterior
wall space to internal square
footage. 

SSC and GREENetwork
members said that by provid-
ing information about the
issue, they hope to convince
the IWU community that
renovation is the best choice
for Sheean.

“Most students find
Sheean Library to be a huge
eyesore,” SSC member Ryan
Smith said. “I echo those
sentiments. It's freaking
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MyIWU problems
cause frustration

Sighs of frustration could
be heard all across the
Illinois Wesleyan University
campus on Sunday, Oct. 22,
as students attempted--with-
out success--to access
MyIWU.

MyIWU, a Web site IWU
students use to check univer-
sity news and receive email,
had been inaccessible many
times before for shorter peri-
ods of time.  Students began
to wonder what the problem
was

“We have identified a
problem and we are working
with SunGard Higher
Education support to resolve
it,” said Fred Miller, the
associate vice president for
Information Technology
(IT).

SunGard, a leading soft-
ware and IT services compa-
ny, provides software and
processing solutions to many
institutions like Illinois
Wesleyan University and
powers MyIWU. 

IT believes that the cause
of the problems with MyIWU
came from the web content
management system not
interacting with MyIWU

properly. The web content
management system is a sys-
tem that makes it easier for
departments to maintain their
web pages. 

“SunGard Higher
Education believes this inter-
action was causing a run-
away process on MyIWU.
We also had a problem with
the server that creates the
feeds for campus news and
Student Senate updates on
MyIWU that caused a similar
process problem. This made
MyIWU shut down,” Miller
said.

Some students on campus
believed the problems had to
do with upcoming spring
semester registration. IT does
not have a reason to believe
there is a link between
MyIWU and registration. 

The problems with
MyIWU are currently being
fixed by the University
Webmaster, Curtis Kelch. He
worked on upgrading the
web content management
system from Wednesday,
Oct. 25 to Monday, Oct. 30.

In the past week, IWU has
been problem-free. 

“Unfortunately it took us
quite awhile to determine
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Below: A preliminary drawing of the proposed Sheean Library renovation, prepared
by Indianapolis architects CSO Schenkel Shultz. 

“One camera, two film-
makers, fourteen American
cities, four months on the
road. And the question: Who
counts as American?”
Stanford student Valarie
Kaur asked in her film
“Divided We Fall.” 

“Divided We Fall” is a
documentary by a 20-year-
old college student who
reveals the untold story of
hate and racism towards the
Muslim and the Sikh com-
munity after the Sept. 11
attacks. The film, which took
five years to complete, had
its Midwest debut in Hansen

Student Center on Oct. 27.
Kaur attended the premiere
and addressed the audience
following the screening of
the film.

The film documents hate
crimes against Sikhs, Arabs,
Indians, Pakistanis and
Muslims in the aftermath of
the Sept. 11 attacks. 

IWU senior Sheerya
Shivers said that the film
altered her perspective. 

“I learned a great deal
about the Sikh people,” she
said.  “I also learned about
the presence of highly under-
publicized hate-crimes all
over the U.S. following 9/11.
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Film has Midwest
premiere at IWU

Sue Reidy of Bloomington hunts for change to give IWU first years Gail Kramer and
Jenni Sobyra while her husband Jack looks on. Habitat for Humanity members from
IWU and ISU participated in Trick or Treat for Change on Halloween night as a
fundraiser for their organization. PHOTO BY TYLER SMITH/THE ARGUS

This weekend, Nov. 3-5, is
Illinois Wesleyan University's
fall Family Weekend. This
year, the annual fall event
will feature a wide array of
activities planned for all three
days, including some new
programs for the whole fami-
ly. 

“New things this year are a
Family Talent Show and the
Late Night at Shirk program,”
said Lauren Fischer, the chair
of the family weekend com-
mittee and Student Senate
special events commissioner. 

Family events begin Friday
evening with The Hush Sound
concert in Hansen at 7:00
p.m. Tickets are required for
this up-and-coming pop-rock
band.  As an alternative music
choice, the IWU Jazz
Ensemble will perform in
Westbrook Auditorium in
Presser, Friday at 7:30 p.m. 

Registration for families
begins on Saturday, Nov. 4 in
Hansen beginning at 8:30
a.m. The first activity, “While
Your Student is Sleeping,”
begins at 10:15 a.m. in CNS
101. The 2007 recipient of the

Pantagraph Award for
Teaching Excellence, James
Sikora, professor of sociolo-
gy, will give a speech enti-
tled, “Connecting with the
World Outside of IWU: A
Community of Shepherds.”
This will be followed by a
Sodexho catered luncheon at
Shirk Center with Vice
President for Advancement
Martin Smith. 

“This year there are about
500 families attending the
luncheon, which is about
what we have had in the
past,” Fischer said. 

At 1:00 p.m., the IWU foot-
ball team will play North
Central College at Wilder
Field where senior football
players, band members,
cheerleaders and dance team
members will be recognized. 

The Parents Board is host-
ing the President's Reception
from 3:30 to 5:00 p.m. in the
Center for Natural Sciences,
where parents can meet
President Wilson and the fac-
ulty. At 7:00 p.m., families
are encouraged to attend the
“Family Talent Show” in
Hansen Student Center where
IWU families will perform.
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Above: One proposal for new construction on the Sheean site, from the 2002
Campus Master Plan prepared by Boston architects Shepley Bulfinch Richardson.
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