STRATEGIES THAT SAVE SEARCH TIME!
The following exercises will help you develop words and phrases and organize your thoughts about ways to narrow your searches before looking in the online catalog and databases.

List several things you already know about your topic:


List keywords related to what you already know: alternate words, synonyms, related terms:
Re-write your topic.  Choose the most important words and/or phrases (3-5) that describe your topic’s main concepts:
Choose synonyms or related terms for each of your concepts. When you search fulltext databases each synonym will get you different results. AND and OR them together in different combinations:

	Concept 1
	AND
	Concept 2
	AND
	Concept 3
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Now think of ways to narrow your topic. Are there particular demographic groups you are interested (e.g., age and sex)? Social classes? Time periods? Geographic regions? 
Is your professor asking you only to cite scholarly (aka peer-reviewed or refereed) sources? Do they have to be from recently published research or will any time do?
All databases for books and articles will have ways to limit your searches. You’ll save time sifting through irrelevant results if you limit your searches before you start reading what you find!
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