OCS 223: Multicultural Metropolis – London

Prof. Isabelli Fall 2010

Discussion questions, Small Island  Prologue-30

1. Describe the following characters of the book:  Hortense, Gilbert, Queenie

2. How is London/England/UK/Mother Country shown, particularly by the Jamaican characters, in the book? Analyze Gilbert’s analogy regarding England in the second half of chapter 12 (p. 116).

3. How would you describe Gilbert’s reception in England when he comes back to the UK after the war? How well do you think he copes with the situation?

4. How do you react to Queenie? Why does she treat Gilbert better than other blacks?

5. How have social attitudes toward race changed since 1948? In what ways might they be the same? Compare Levy’s depiction of racial attitudes in England versus the United States. Do they seem different? If so, how?

6. On page 145, Gilbert observes “Everyone fighting a war hates. All must conjure a list of demons. The enemy.” What do you think he means? How might this statement apply to our own era?

7. Consider Elwood’s plea to his cousin Gilbert about joining the British army: “Man, this is a white man’s war. Why you wanna lose your life for a white man? For Jamaica, yes. To have your own country, yes. That is worth a fight. . . I join you then, man. But you think winning this war is going to change anything for me and you” (p 106). Do you agree with Elwood? Why? Do you think Gilbert made the right choice? Why? What would you have done if you were in his situation? Explain.

8. Gilbert is a black man whose father is Jewish. Do you see any parallels between racial prejudice and anti-Semitism in the world during WWII and today? Explain. Have you or anyone you know been forced to choose between two socially determined identities, be it race, gender, sexual orientation, or religion? Explain. 

