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Discussion questions, Small Island Chapters 46-59

1. In Chapter 47, Bernard questions Queenie on her choice of lodgers “Couldn’t you have got decent lodgers for the house? Respectable people?” Did Queenie have a choice in your opinion?

2. In Chapter 52, Bernard discusses his view of colored people. “These coloured people don’t have the same standards…Not used to our ways…The recipe for a quiet life is each to their own. The war was fought so people might live amongst their own kind…England for the English and the West Indies for these coloured people. Look at India. The British knew fair play. Leave India to the Indians.” What do you think of this statement? Are there any contradictions in your opinion? These statements are representative of a large population, what is your opinion?

3. Why does Bernard hate black people so much? Why can't the white people accept Gilbert and Hortense and other black immigrants?
4. Do you agree with Queenie’s decision concerning her child? Why? 
5. Does your opinion of Queenie change as we discover more about her? 
6. Does any human kindness shine through in this story? What motivates this kindness?
7. What part does race play in the events of the novel? What about race and gender?  Consider the dynamic that centers on colonialist perspectives and how the war complicates this dynamic.  What about the issue of race and the US?

8. What is Small Island's attitude towards the war? How does Andrea Levy deal with the theme of war and the British Empire?

