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Discussion questions, Brick Lane, Chapters 6-10

1. Chapter 6. Do you think that Nazneen sees herself as an individual in her own right or as an extension of her husband? Did Chanu treat his family fairly when he lied to them about his position in England? Do you think that Nazneen was in a state of denial during her child's illness? Why would she think she would soon take the child home?

2. Chapter 7. Some insight into the Islamic culture is required to understand Hasina's position and the protests at the factory. Briefly research the Islamic views of marriage and male-female relationships. What is the bad behavior that Hasina is accused of? Is it serious enough to warrant her dismissal? Analyze Hasina's position. What would you do if you were her?

3. Chapter 8. Shahana, the oldest daughter, prefers Western clothing and culture to their traditional culture. Why does this cause a problem in their household? Is Chanu stubborn and out of touch with reality? Of the 5 characters, Chanu, Nazneen, Shahana, Mrs. Islam and Raiza, which one has the most problems adapting to life in London and why? Which character do you think has the greatest chance of adapting and living successfully in England?

4. Chapter 9. Would it make sense for Nazneen to take a temporary job out of the home? Why won't Chanu allow it? What is he worried about? Why doesn't Chanu take any job that he can find to support his family? Chanu explains to his family that everything they are doing is to support the family decision to return to Bangladesh. Do you view this as a family decision?

5. Chapter 10. Chanu comments on what the English did to their country. They came to make money and they took the money out of the country. Does Chanu now seem bitter about life in England?

