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Discussion questions*, Brick Lane, Chapters 1-5

1. In the beginning of Monica Ali’s novel, Brick Lane, we follow the protagonist Nazneen from her rural Bangladeshi village to London where she has gone from teenage to married woman. How does Nazneen cope with the transition? In what small ways does she rebel against her fate?

2. Describe the following characters of the book:  Nazneen, Hasina, Chanu, Mrs. Islam, Razia, Dr. Azad, Mrs. Azad.

3. Fate is a significant theme in the novel. What role does Fate play in Nazneen’s life? Discuss the ideological struggle between Fate and self-determination. How is the concept of “fate” connected to Nazneen’s perspective of life?  Love?  Happiness?  

4. In Chapter Three, Mrs. Islam tells a story about female empowerment. She says, “If you think you are powerless, then you are.” How has Mrs. Islam chosen to live her life? Is she powerful? Empowered? Describe Nazneen’s process of self-empowerment? How does faith relate to female empowerment?

5. Compare Chanu’s ideas regarding the immigrants’ situation in London and Mrs. Azad’s perspective (Ch. 5).  How do you react to this polemic?  

6. Consider the characters of Hasina, Razia, and Mrs. Azad.  How do these female characters differ from Nazneen, Amma, Mrs. Islam.
* Adapted from discussion questions provided by the editor of Brick Lane and also a course taught by Prof. Scott Sheridan.


