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Discussion Questions, Brick Lane, Chapters 16-21


1. Discuss the inter-generational conflict between immigrants and their European-born children in this novel. What are the root causes of the trouble between them?
2. Why do you think Amma was so opposed to fighting Fate? What gave Nazneen and Hasina the courage to go against their mother's teaching?
3. What does Chanu mean when he says, "You can't step into the same river twice"
4. What are the major turning points in Nazneen's struggle for self-empowerment?
5. Discuss the parallels between Chanu and Karim. How are they similar? What are the major differences between them?
6. In the end, a decision has been made on returning or not to Bangladesh.  What is the decision? Is this what you had anticipated would happen?

7. Explain the significance of the novel's title.
